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THEATRE IN THE QUARTER 
 
Charity Registration No: 1129316 
Company Registration Number: 5697760 
Address for correspondence: 
Theatre in The Quarter 
27 Cambrian Road 
Chester 
CH1 4HT 
 
The Company address is: 
2 Vicars Lane 
Chester 
CH1 1QU 
www.theatreinthequarter.co.uk 
 
TRUSTEES AND DIRECTORS OF THE COMPANY 
N. Dykes 
V.J Griffiths Pearson 
John Fryett 
A.T Jones 
B.C. Pearson (Chairman) 
Sally Buttifant 
 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
 
Theatre in The Quarter is a charitable company limited by guarantee. It is governed by 
its Memorandum and Articles of Association. Its purpose, as set out in its governing 
documents is: 
“To promote, maintain, improve and advance education, particularly by the production of 
plays and the encouragement of the arts of drama, music, singing and dance.” 
The directors of the company are also the trustees of the charity. The Board meets 
several times a year to oversee the charity’s work. The day to day management of the 
company is carried out by the Artistic Director, with the close involvement of board 
members. Trustees are appointed by the agreement of a meeting of the existing 
trustees. In appointing new trustees, we look for individuals with the requisite skills to 
help develop and sustain our work. The chairman holds an induction meeting with new 
trustees to familiarize them with the charity’s aims, activities and procedures, and they 
are given a copy of the Charity Commission’s leaflet ‘The Essential Trustee.’ 
 
THE COMPANY’S WORK AND AIMS 
 
Theatre in the Quarter is a professional and community theatre company based in 
Chester. It commissions and stages original music drama which draws inspiration from 
the lives and experiences of the people of Chester and surrounding areas. Cast 
members include young people, adult members of the community and professional 
actors and musicians; the production team is always made up of professionals. 
Since the closing of the Gateway Theatre, Chester has been without a dedicated 
performance space. Consequently, we have had to pioneer the use of non-theatrical 
spaces for our productions. Although this adds significantly to the practical problems we 

face, it has had the happy result of obliging us to take our work to audiences, rather than   

them having to come to us. We have been very successful in this, mounting shows in 

churches, community centres, school and village halls around Chester, Cheshire and 

beyond. 

http://www.theatreinthequarter.co.uk/
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Through our productions and through creating formal and informal partnerships with 
other local groups and organisations (residents’ associations, schools, churches, 
University of Chester, etc.) we make a significant contribution to creating and sustaining 
community cohesion and sense of identity and to building social capital. We aim to 
provide opportunities for the development of cross-cultural and inter-generational 
understanding and community cohesion through live theatre, involving people who might 
otherwise be unlikely to become involved in the arts. We provide opportunities for 
exchanging and sharing skills, both technical and social, a development route stretching 
from children's theatre, through to professional performance. Thus, not only will children 
and young people be able to develop skills in all aspects of musical theatre up to 
professional standards, but opportunities will be available for professionals to develop 
skills in youth and community theatre. Our activities are reliant on grants and charges for 
our performances. In setting these charges, we seek to ensure that our performances 
are accessible to those on low incomes. In planning our work, the trustees have paid due 
regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit, including the guidance on 
charging, in line with their duty under section 4 of the Charities Act 2006 
 

OUR WORK THIS YEAR 

This year saw the production of THE LOST BOY, a play highlighting the plight of refugees. 

Written by Stephanie Dale, with music by Matt Baker, and directed by Kate McGregor it 

featured four professional actors supported by a community chorus of adults and children. 

Filmed extracts from refugees were used to good effect. The play received a four star revue 

from The Stage, which described it as ‘a beautifully crafted and pertinent new play featuring 

testimony from real asylum seekers’. To take this project further, TIQ  secured funding 

towards the delivery of  a children’s/community musical/film element to the refugee project 

later in 2018, working with the charity Cities of Sanctuary. 

Jigsaw ( ages  8-13 years)  performed their newly devised musical play  THE BOY WHO WROTE 

MESSAGES. Which formed part of a double bill entitled CHRISTMAS CHILD at St Mary’s 

Creative Space in December. 

 

Quartz  (  ages 14—22 )   completed a successful production entitled TALE OF OUR TIME which 
involved 25 teenagers in a modern opera at St Mary’s Creative Space to very good 
audiences. Quartz members participated in a programme of skills based sessions  led by 
Michael Beigel.  

 
Rewind, our company for young people from the Blacon estate presented (in partnership 
with Cheshire Dance) a newly devised musical play based on the book THE GIRL WITH NO 
NAME. as  part of  the Christmas Chiild  double bill. They performed extracts from this at Blacon 
Christmas Fair and Blacon Christmas Light Switch On and gave a full performance for the 
Hospice of the Good Shepherd at Blacon Enterprise Centre. There are 40 in this group.  

 

PATCHWORK NATIVITY (written and directed by Matt Baker) was a collaboration between 
TIQ, Live! and Art in the Place. It involved some 50 young people and adults with additional 
needs.. 

 
KINGS 475 was a commission from Kings School Chester and was performed at Vanburgh 
Theatre, King’s School.  
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FINANCE 
 
Reserves at the end of the financial year stood at £56,789.  In line with Arts Council 
England’s guidance, the trustees aim to develop a reserve equivalent to 3 months’ operating 
costs with a view to ensuring that the charity has a limited level of operating capital, 
principally to support cash flow. This would also allow the charity to invest in future product, 
for example commissioning a script for a new play, in advance of funding having been 
committed. 
 
 
Brian Pearson 
Chairman 
Theatre in The Quarter 


































































