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REPORT 
 
Membership 
At the beginning of 2017 the Trustees set a target to rebuild membership of the Society to 300 
members and by January 2018 we had 307 members. We then chose to take the more difficult 
approach to the General Data Protection Regulation by asking all members to positively sign up 
for membership. We were aware that this would lose us some members. However, we are 
pleased to say that at the beginning of 2019 our membership numbers are now more than 340. 
As always we would ask all existing members to continue to promote membership of the Society 
to friends and acquaintances.  
 

Members’ Meetings 
We’ve had another successful programme of monthly meetings this year with an average 
attendance of around 60-70 people. Some of the best attended were “Pew Rage”, “Buster Crabb 
– the real story” and “Harlots, Dung and Glory – the history of Portsmouth”. We were delighted 
that more than 60 attended our midsummer evening at the Museum in the Palace grounds, and 
that 70 members and guests joined the Christmas Party! A similarly full programme is planned 
for 2019 – details are provided in the current newsletter and are also printed on a small card for 
wider circulation. 
 

Newsletters 
The Society published three newsletters during the year: Winter (with an insert about our views 
on plans to demolish Abbey Mill), Spring and Autumn. The Summer issue was delayed until the 
autumn because attention was devoted to the Society’s new book We Will Remember Them 
which had to be published before 11th November – the 100th anniversary of the Armistice (see 
more below). 
 

Planning  
During 2018 the Society’s Planning Committee has again been very active. Letters with 
comments and/or objections have been submitted on proposals for: Abbey Mill, Albany Farm, 
Coppice Hill Phase 2, Locks Farm Standby Generator, Malt Lane and Postmead (both proposals). 
They are all detailed responses that seek to be constructive wherever possible. The committee 
continues to argue that developers should abide by the Bishop’s Waltham Local Plan and Design 
Statement, as well as wider planning rules and guidance. We would again like to thank Pauline 
Mousley who, whilst not a trustee, makes a continuing contribution to the work of the Planning 
committee. 
 

Finances and Grants  
These are covered in the Treasurer’s report, but we are pleased that we were able to increase 
the amount of grant aid this year. 
 

Publishing 
A great deal of effort went into the publication of our new book We Will Remember Them. The 
book tells the stories of the 61 servicemen from Bishop’s Waltham who died in the Great War. It 
is based on very detailed research by Peter Ridley and we are grateful to him for allowing us to 
publish it in book form. We would also like to thank Alan Inder, whose idea started the whole 
project. The initial print run of 300 copies sold out within a month. With Christmas demand 
high, we printed a further 150 copies and a good number of these have already been sold too. 
We have covered all our costs and will be sending all surplus revenues to the Royal British Legion 
in due course. 
  

It is planned to continue to publish new informative books, relevant to Bishop’s Waltham and its 
residents, in the coming year(s). The next project is likely to be a book on the history of Bishop’s 



Waltham High Street. A number of other, shorter books/booklets are under consideration. 
Revenues from our publications is a significant factor in our ability to fund our wider activities. 
Website 
A lot of work has been going on to overhaul our website and it should be launched by the time of 
the AGM. It is designed to continue attracting new members and to be an easy place for current 
members to keep in touch with what we are doing. It can be found at 
www.bishopswalthamsociety.org.uk.  
 

Trustees 
The chairman again wishes to express his gratitude for the hard work and dedication shown by 
the Society’s trustees during the year. We are delighted that Anita Taylor, the Registrar of 
Bishop’s Waltham Museum, has agreed to be co-opted as a Trustee again. We now have 9 of our 
permitted 12 trustees.  
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