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Annual Report of Trustees 
for the year ended 30th September 2018 

The Trustees present their report along with the financial statements of the Society for the 
year ended 30th September 2018.  The financial statements comply with the Charities Act 
1993 and the Charities SORP 2005. 

Structure, Governance and Management 
Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(Charity Number 1174751) established in September 2017 following the winding up of the 
previous body which was first established as a registered charity in 1996.  As a membership 
organisation, the work of the Society is overseen by a Committee of Trustees with further 
elected and co-opted Committee members. 
Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society is an affiliated member of the The Royal 
Horticultural Society, the national garden charity for Great Britain. 
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Trustees 2017 - 2018 
Sally Peake (Chairman) 
Jane Clark (Deputy Chairman) 
Timothy Woodcock (Hon Treasurer) 
Caroline Peel (Membership Secretary) 

Committee Members 2017 - 2018 
Jennifer Parker (Hon Secretary)  Chris Kidd (ex-officio) 
Rosalind Whistance (Editor)  Colin Pope (ex-officio) 
Colin Smith (Website) 
John Bagshawe 
Rosemary Stewart 
  
Objectives and Activities of the Society 
The Society’s objectives are to advance public education in botany, horticulture, ecology 
and environmental science at Ventnor Botanic Garden, and in furtherance of the objects in 
particular but not exclusively by: 

(a) Holding lectures, discussions, demonstrations, workshops and seminars; 
(b) Maintaining and developing a reference library of horticulture books and journals; 
(c) Promoting and encouraging school visits and guided tours to further the education of 

all age groups; 
(d) Giving horticultural assistance in Ventnor Botanic Garden under the direction and with 

the agreement of the Curator, and practical assistance to all staff through volunteering 
opportunities; 

(e) Raising funds for specific projects within Ventnor Botanic Garden. 

Achievements and Performance 
In 2017-18 Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society carried out activities as follows: 

Through our Gift Aid programme, administered by the Ventnor Botanic Garden 
Community Interest Company (VBG-CIC), we were able to support the Horticultural 
Apprenticeship scheme that currently involves the part-time employment of a skilled 
trainer/mentor and two full-time apprentices.  The Society has also funded extracurricular 
experiences for the apprentices in order to widen their understanding of the opportunities 
for careers within horticulture.  During the year, one apprentice successfully completed his 
2-year apprenticeship with us and gained a further employed training post at RHS Wisley.  
Following this departure a new apprentice has been recruited onto the 2-year programme. 

Substantial funds were raised to allow the completion of various stages of Garden projects 
including the Australian ‘Dreamtime' rocks and further work in the Far Eastern terraces.  
Work has begun on the creation of a Magnolia Walk where individuals may sponsor a tree 
to provide a memorial for an event or loved one.  Requests for financial help for tools, 



equipment, seeds and plants were met through our own fundraising and a successful grant 
application from the High Sheriff’s fund. 

The Society was able to support the Ventnor Botanical Artists group (who meet at the 
Garden) with a successful application for a grant from the Finnis Scott Foundation.  This 
enabled them to run a series of workshops and stage an Exhibition at Ventnor Botanic 
Garden to coincide with the Worldwide Day of Botanical Art. 

Volunteers continue to be encouraged and their numbers grow in many areas of the 
Garden - horticultural maintenance, propagation, tour guides, seed cleaning and retailing, 
retail assistance, information and event management.  Members continue to support the 
VBG-CIC by volunteering as guides for visitors from schools, groups and the general 
public. 

Fundraising has taken many forms from a continuation of the ‘talent-raising’ scheme 
initiated in 2017, the proceeds of plant sales, soup lunches and donations at walks and 
talks.  The Summer Party and Art Exhibition were well attended and ‘An Evening with 
Dillie Keane’ was most successful.  This year, the Friends provided photographs for 
greetings cards and an inaugural 2019 calendar which, as a joint venture with the  
VBG-CIC, it is hoped will be an annual product. 

Botany Club and Café Botanique gave members and the general public insight into 
specialist knowledge thanks to the support of expert speakers and leaders.   Additionally, a 
trip to the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens and Arboretum in Romsey was arranged by a 
previous Garden trainee now in full employment there. 

Two issues of Ventnorensis, our biannual magazine for members, were produced.  Our 
website continues to develop as a promotional tool for events, along with regular emails for 
members.  Consideration of the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulations  
has been discussed and compliance implemented. 

Membership 
September 2017 489 
September 2018 480


























