
Trustees Annual Report for the period 1 January to 31 December 2018 

Charity Name: Guisborough Christian Centre 

Also known as: Guisborough Christian Fellowship 

Registered Charity Number:   702049 

Charity Address: 4, Hill Close, Skelton-in-Cleveland, Saltburn-by-the-Sea, TS12 2NE 
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C Gilbert  To March 2018 Appointed by Trustees 
B D Laws  To April 2018 Original Signature of 

Trust deed 
G Usher Chairman/secretary To March 2018 Appointed by Trustees 
N B Miller Chairman  Appointed by Trustees 
N H Wells  To October 2018 Appointed by Trustees 
D Richardson Treasurer  Appointed by Trustees 
P W Warren   Appointed by Trustees 
P Wedgewood  From April 2018 Appointed by Trustees 

 

Section C 1 

1.The Advancement of the Christian Religion 

The operation of a Christian Church that is open to the public, whether of faith or those seeking to 
explore the meaning of Christianity 

The provision of a Sunday Worship service typically consisting of worship songs, prayers, teaching 
and sharing of communion, as well as an opportunity for sharing encouragement and fellowship.  

Sermons are recorded and made publicly available on the church website 

A ‘Christianity Explored’ course was run and open to the public.  

2. The relief of persons in need, hardship or distress 

Guisborough Christian Centre works to relieve hardship or suffering either directly or through 
partnership with other charities, both locally and abroad. 

Funds are made available from reserves to offer emergency financial support to individuals as the 
need arises and in response to ongoing relief work, natural disasters and emergency situations. 

In exceptional circumstances money will be raised through specific appeals to the Sunday 
congregation. 

3. The advancement of education 

Guisborough Christian centre provides publicly available Christian teaching through sermons on 
Sunday mornings which are then made available to the public via the church website 

The Sunday School provides age appropriate teaching and guidance to the young. 



Regular house groups provide opportunity for more detailed Bible study as well as providing one of 
several mechanisms for pastoral care. 

4. Provision or assistance in the provision of recreational facilities in the interests of social welfare. 

In addition to the Sunday School, Guisborough Christian Centre works in partnership with similar 
charities in the local area to provide public community support in the form of activities such as Youth 
Clubs, Friendship groups for the elderly, food bank etc. This is through financial support, 
representation on the management of these charities, and supporting individuals to give practical 
assistance. 

5. In furtherance of the above, provision of a coffee bar, Sunday School. 

The Sunday school operated in parallel to the main Sunday worship service, offering age appropriate 
teaching and guidance, as well as craft activities and games.  It is staffed by regular volunteers from 
within the congregation and makes use of various commercially available Christian teaching 
materials. 

There is no current operational coffee bar but refreshments are provided before and after the 
Sunday worship service and at various activities during the year. The costs of these are wholly borne 
by the Trust and no charge is levied. 

D Achievements and Performance 

The advancement of Christian Religion 

In 2018 services were held every Sunday of the year at Laurence Jackson School. Most of the 
sermons were recorded and uploaded to the church website.  House groups, known as ‘Life Groups’ 
were held on Tuesday evenings and on Thursday afternoons. 

The church plays an active part in the Guisborough Churches Together organisation, helping to 
deliver service information leaflets before Christmas to all homes in the town, and helping to deliver 
inter-church services and groups during important Christian festivals such as during Lent.  A billboard 
is placed outside on Sunday mornings so that other uses of Laurence Jackson school are aware of the 
church’s presence in the building.  

On a national level the church subscribes to and supports the Evangelical Alliance, a national charity 
which provides vocal representation on t a wide range of spiritual and community issues affecting 
the life of the nation. 

The relief of persons in need, hardship or distress 

Throughout the year the church donated money to the following: 

  *Guisborough Bridge Association  

  *Children in Distress  

  *Mission Aviation Fellowship   

  *Tearfund - Indonesia Appeal, East Africa appeal, Philippines appea,l Middle East Appeal 

  *Friends of Potter's village   

  Community Gifts  

  *Open Doors North East   (£1000) 



  Support for Individuals to attend residential weekend at Peat Rigg 

  *Tees Valley Youth for Christ  

* denotes Charities registered with the UK Charity Commission 

On a practical level, many regular members of the congregation gave their time to support the ‘Night 
Life’ service (a project which provides care, compassion and practical assistance on a Saturday night 
in Guisborough from 22.30 until the early hours of the following morning).  

As well as financial assistance, members of the church were supported to provide support to Potter’s 
Village in Uganda (a children’s crisis facility) through building work, electrical jobs and other practical 
jobs at the centre in Kisoro, Uganda. 

The advancement of education 

Sunday teaching sermons, Sunday school and House group activities are described above. 

Provision or assistance in the provision of recreational facilities in the interests of social welfare 

This has not formed part of the church’s activity in 2018 

E Financial Review 

Reserves are held by the Trustees for the following purposes: 

1. To buffer the Trust Fund against fluctuations in donations 
2. Sufficient funds to honour longer term commitments (see below), and to guarantee 

provision of any necessary funds to honour statutory obligations to employees, in the event 
of their posts becoming redundant. 

 
The principal source of funding for Guisborough Christian Centre is voluntary donations from 
members of the congregation.  There is no obligation for members of the congregation ( either 
‘regulars’ or visitors’) to make donations.  An offering box is available on a Sunday morning on a 
side-table, but it is not referred to during the course of the morning and no request for funding is 
made publicly during the service. In addition, Guisborough Christian Centre does not offer any form 
of guidance or suggestion as to an appropriate level of giving. 
 
Guisborough Christian Fellowship participates in the Gift Aid scheme for the recovery of tax on 
eligible donations. Whilst many in the congregation choose to participate in this scheme it is 
operated on an entirely voluntary basis 
 
On occasions, in response to a specific need, an appeal will be made to the congregation, This 
mechanism is reserved exclusively for a response to an international disaster or emergency. When 
this happens the funds are collected and accounted for separately as restricted funds. These 
donations are completely voluntary. 
 

The Trustees avoid long-term, formal commitments of support to limit future liabilities.  Where the 
trustees have given regular support to an organisation year on year, however, they have agreed that 
12 months’ notice of cessation of future giving would be offered, wherever possible.   



Section F: Other optional information 
 
- The community gifts stated above were to individuals known to the church, 

who were not trustees, for the relief of hardship in response to a specific 
identified need.  

- Peat Rigg residential was a weekend away for members of the church and the 
funding enabled attendance for an individual who would not otherwise have 
been able to attend.  The costs for Peat Rigg for other attendees are included as 
Restricted Fund income and expenditure 
 

 

Declaration: 

The Trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees 

Signature 
 
 
   
Full name Dr Nicola B Miller Peter William Warren 
Position Chairman Trustee 
Date 25/10/2019 25/10/2019 

 










