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2018-19 has been another busy and successful year for our Library, with loaning books and 

encouraging reading central to our activities. The library currently has 1300+ customers registered 

and 20400+ books. New book stock is regularly purchased. 

Loan Figures 

 

In addition, in a role as a Community Hub, we continued to run many activities ourselves; to act as a 

venue for regular users, including our own Monday Club; and to host one off or less frequent events, 

which are important for our community. A list of the regular and frequently held events is attached 

at the end of this report. The Wellbeing of the local community is a central driver for many, if not all 

of these events; from improving fitness and mobility to tackling loneliness and stimulating new 

interests.  

Some of this year’s highlights 

The Inter-generational project with Llwncrwn School focused on the Centenary of the end of WWI 

continued through October and culminated in early November with a morning of fun and song 

featuring the Goldies Musical Group. The event was also attended by the Chair and other members 

of Llantrisant Community Council, whose financial support is vital for the Library’s future. Everyone 

was really impressed at how this project succeeded in bringing together some of the youngest and 

older members of our community. All three primary schools then participated in the celebration of 

the VE Day anniversary in May.  



 

We hosted Llantrisant Community Council’s ‘Carols round the Christmas Tree’ event in early 

December. It was attended by over 150 local people, many of whom enjoyed refreshments served 

by library volunteers once the singing was over. It continues to be a popular annual event, and we 

are delighted to work in partnership with the Council to help stage it, though turnout was a little 

down on last year. We have worked with the Council to examine how to attract even more people 

this year, and we have changed the date so that it doesn’t happen on a ‘school night’. We were very 

glad that Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Castellau were able to bring the Welsh Language to the event 

through their contribution. 

 

 

The fact that the Library has been the ‘go to’ venue for local initiatives was reinforced in early 

November, when the community was shocked to find that a pre-planning application had been 

published, proposing to build 125 houses on Tynant Woods and Common. In less than a week, and 

advertised only by social media, more than 40 people turned out for a meeting at the Library on a 

cold wet Friday night to discuss the plans, and to agree a campaign of action against them. A 

committee was elected and met in the Library several times in the run up to the end of the 

consultation. Organisers were grateful that the Library acted as a hub to collect letters of objection, 

and members presented more than 130 letters to the developers on deadline day. Having stated 



that formal planning permission would be submitted in December on the pre planning consultation, 

formal plans have not yet gone in.  

The Library has continued to host bi-monthly PACT meetings, as well as continuing to hold its place 

as the polling station for Tynant. 

Litter-Free Beddau and Tynant have provided litter picking equipment in the Library for members of 

the community to borrow, as they would a book. This service could do with better publicity, as the 

group themselves admit, but many members of the community have taken part in the monthly local 

litter picks. 

The children at our village primaries also participated in our celebrations for World Book Day in 

March. The event had the additional benefit of the Welsh Medium Primary, Castellau, passing on 

some of their knowledge of the Welsh Language, as part of their work for the Siater Iaith. 

 

The Summer Reading Challenge this year was on the theme of The Moon Landing, and we launched 

it with a visit from Techniquest 

 

And Llwyncrwn Primary’s Gardening Club took over the two planters outside the Library, with one 

being planted with herbs for the community to cut and use. 

 



  

 

There were plenty of activities for the older generation too. The Monday Club continues to go from 

strength to strength, attracting Grant Funding for many of its activities. They’ve also worked on 

podcasts to capture local memories. 

 

 

We’ve had curling and carpet bowls sessions for all ages. Tai Chi continues to be a very popular, with 

a waiting list for participants. 

In February we heard that Llantrisant Community Council will continue to support us financially for 

at least the next five years. We are extremely grateful for this annual grant which gives peace of 

mind that basic costs will be covered. We have also, once again been supported by the Co-op 

Community Fund. 

We have also been very busy this autumn helping local people who need to apply for the new RCT 

bus pass 

Behind the Scenes 

Our volunteers continue to offer support to all our activities, from the Trustees who decide the 

strategic direction, to the small army of people who staff the premises whenever the Library is open.  

We had blinds installed in March, which means we can shut out the light for certain events. 



We are in the process of having the flat roof inspected as part of our tenancy agreement. 

We have just had flyers printed to raise awareness of the Library and the facilities on offer. 

Secretary, Helen Boldero has worked extremely hard on updating the Business Plan for the next five 

years. 

We continue to meet regularly with RCT so that we’re aware of what’s happening across their 

Library Service, and Asset Transfer Programme. 

Llantrisant Community Council won a ‘One Voice Wales’ Award for their support for the Library. 

Our AGM was held in November and the following officers were elected 

Chair Julie Barton 

Treasurer Catherine Preston 

Secretary Helen Boldero 

List of activities at the Library 

Monthly Evening and Daytime Book Clubs 

Monthly Goldies Sing-a-long 

Weekly evening Reading Group 

Weekly Armchair exercises/patchwork 

Weekly Yoga 

Weekly Tai Chi (2 sessions) 

Weekly History Club 

Nordic Walking 

Curling 

Carpet Bowls 

 

Additional Monday Club Activities 

Watercolour Painting 

Flower Arranging 

Creative Writing 

Needle Felting 

 



  



 


