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Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 
01 04 2018 31 03 2019 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers 
 

Other names charity is known by SDCAS 
 

Registered charity number (if any)  1143912  
 

Charity's principal address  
 
Copleston Centre, Copleston Rd,  
Peckham, London,  
United Kingdom 

Postcode SE15 4AN 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Gillian Reeve Chair   
2 Caroline McGill Treasurer   
3 John Rhodes    
4 Gay Barry    
5 Ojie Sarah Ajoke     
6 Tod Heyda    
7 Sally Inman    
8 Mary Boley    
9 Simon Taylor    

10 Jane Kelly    
11 Mr A Roberts    

12 Revd. Rosemary 
Shaw 

 01 Apr 2018 – 31 Dec 
2018 

 

13 Sallie Barnes    
14     
15     
16     
17     
18     
19     
20     

 
Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 
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Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
Type of adviser Name Address 
   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 
Director – Pauline Nandoo 

 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Memorandum of Association for a Charitable Company 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

Company Limited By Guarantee 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

The charity may appoint a person who is willing to act to be a director by 
ordinary resolution. 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

• the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties; 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

1. The relief of poverty, the promotion of health and the 
advancement of education of asylum seekers and refugees in the 
London Borough of Southwark. 

2. To provide or assist in the provision of facilities in the interest of 
social welfare for recreation or other leisure time occupation of 
asylum seekers and refugees who have need of such facilities by 
reason of their youth, age, infirmity or disability, financial hardship 
or social circumstances with the object of improving their 
conditions of life. 
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Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

SDCAS seeks to help relieve poverty & distress, & to promote health & 
further education for asylum seekers & refugees. We aim to provide a 
wide range of holistic services which support, promote & secure the 
rights of asylum seekers & refugees in the London Borough of 
Southwark. Current services include ESOL classes, advice sessions, 
counselling, & a range of creative & therapeutic activities. 
 
These services have been delivered for the public benefit, having had 
regard for the Charity Commission guidance on this matter.  
 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grantmaking; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  
 

- In the year to 31 March 2019 there were over 5700 visits to our day 
centres by 1145 people, up by 12% on last year. 

- They came from more than 30 countries of origin and from throughout 
Southwark (and beyond). 

- We provided support at a cost of nearly £183,000.  

The number of visits to our day centres increased by 12% in 2018/19 
following the pattern of steady growth in demand over recent years. 
Nearly 1150 people sought help from SDCAS in 2018/19 and between 
them they made over 5700 visits (though this does not mean an average 
of 5 visits each – in reality many asylum seekers are quickly relocated to 
other parts of the country, while other clients are regular visitors with a 
range of problems). 

Mostly our clients seek help in one of three areas: immigration (25%), 
housing (22%) and benefits (17%). Immigration is the key issue and as 
‘limited leave to remain’ status must be reapplied for usually on a 2.5 
year basis (usually on payment of a very substantial fee), this is a major 
area of need. We have received expert assistance from Citizens Advice 
Southwark and the Southwark Law Centre team though that help is 
coming under increasing pressure. 

We also see many issues around substandard housing and 
homelessness as discussed elsewhere in this report. This year we have 
seen the cost of ‘finance issues’ – meaning emergency funding for those 
who cannot afford the basic necessities or essential additional costs such 
as transport to immigration hearings in other UK cities - double.  

This year we helped clients from over 30 countries. Our clients and their 
families – some of them victims of human trafficking – came from a list of 
countries that also includes Albania, DR Congo, Somalia, Vietnam and 
Zambia. The chart shows the main countries of origin with nearly half 
coming from Nigeria and Iran. 
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Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

The SDCAS Reserves Policy aims to safeguard the sustainable provision 
of essential services to refugees and asylum seekers.  The Policy sets 
out SDCAS approach and calculation methodology for determining a 
target minimum level of Essential Funding, comprising Restricted Funds 
and Reserves.   
 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

As at the year end restricted reserves were below the desired level and 
the Finance and Fundraising group continues to work to improve the 
situation (improvements seen in FY19-20). 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 
• the charity’s principal 

sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 
 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)   

Full name(s) Caroline McGill  

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Treasurer  

 
Date  22 January 2020  

 





































 
 
 
 
 
The Trustees 
Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers 
Copleston Office 
Copleston Road 
London 
SE15 4AN 
 
5th December 2019 
 
Dear Trustees, 

 
Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers 

Independent Examination – Year Ended 31 March 2019 
 

As this is the first year we have completed the accounts for your organisation, I am 
writing to you with a list of suggestions for how to make the accounts process in the 
future more streamlined.  
 
I have enclosed a management table, there is a response section for you to 
complete with any responses to the areas that have been raised.   
 
I hope you will find this letter helpful for your organisation and how the accounts can 
be more efficient in years to come. If you feel you would like any assistance with the 
above, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Claire Hazell 
MAAT  
Assistant Community Accountant 
 


