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Key Facts and Figures 

Visitor Numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Popular Activities 

Activities marked with * do not include Cathedral 

access. 

 

 

 

 

Academic Year Number of Visitors 

2016-17 6,147 

2017-18 5,524 

2018-19 6,758 

Academic 
Year 

Activity Number of 
Visitors 

2016-17 Victorian Artefacts* 608 

Stained Glass* 551 

Victorian Classroom* 546 

Roman Mosaics* 504 

General Tour 396 

 

2017-18 Victorian Classroom* 774 

Experience Easter 505 

Victorian Artefacts* 504 

Monastic Life and the 
Reformation 

376 

Other (new trails not 
yet on the booking 
tool) 

359 

 

2018-19 General Tour 1240 

 Victorian Classroom* 873 

Victorian Artefacts* 728 

God’s World 596 

Other  594 
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Financial Position 

Financial year (April-March) Surplus / Deficit Total funds carried forward 

2016-17 -£8,500 £154,000 

2017-18 -£11,000 £144,000  

2018-19 -£11,000 £133,000 (estimate; no accounts 
received yet) 

 

Review of the Previous Year 

The year has been one of consolidation and planning 

for the future for the Education Centre. 

With school budgets still limited, it’s been pleasing to 

see the growth in visitor numbers and we’ve welcomed 

a number of new schools as well as many regular 

visitors to the Cathedral this year. 

There have been some significant developments over 

the past months which have seen the Centre undergo 

change and which have also given it a more viable 

future.  

The Cathedral’s ‘Big Shift’ will see the Education 

Centre move to a new space; plans reflect the needs 

of schools and the nature of our work with them.  The 

Education Centre staff will also move into the 

Cathedral’s main offices where they will work in closer 

proximity to their Cathedral colleagues, integrating 

them more closely into the Cathedral community. 

With effect from April 1st, the Education Officer’s 

contracted hours reduced from 35 to 25 per week, 

worked over three days.  We are still able to 

accommodate school visits on the other days, with the support of the Centre’s  

committed team of volunteers and our Administrator. 

 

In recognition of the Education Officer’s contribution to the Cathedral’s ministry with  

children and young people, the Cathedral Chapter now makes a financial contribution 

for the use of her time.  The Diocese has also made a financial commitment to the Centre 

to reflect the use of staff time for the operation of the Diocesan Resource Exchange. 

Autumn Term 

The Autumn term was a busy one, with a higher number of visitors than the previous year.  

The most significant events of the term were our Remembrance Service and Journey to the 

Manger. 
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Our Remembrance Service, part of the Oasis Inspire 

initiative, but with a distinctly ‘Southwark feel’, 

presented significant challenges in the earlier planning 

stages. 

However, with support from Canon Michael Rawson, a 

creative liturgy was planned and, led by Canon Mandy 

Ford and Bishop Jonathan Clark, we held a very 

successful and over-subscribed service at the 

beginning of November. 

Journey to the Manger once again allowed us to 

welcome more than 200 Year 2 children from 

Diocesan schools to the Cathedral.  Planned and led 

by our Education Officer and Shaun Burns, the 

Diocesan Primary RE Adviser, this day of interactive 

story telling and craft activities complements the 

Diocesan RE syllabus.  In its second year and in 

response to feedback received in 2017, the event ran 

smoothly and good feedback was received from 

schools and volunteers alike. 

Spring and Summer Terms 

As in the Autumn term, we welcomed a higher number 

of visitors than in the same terms in the previous year.  This year, however, saw a lower take-up of 

Experience Day places at Easter and Pentecost but, with Easter falling later in 2019 than 2018, 

the dates for these were in closer proximity to SATs week. 

The Spring and Summer terms have been a significant time of change for the Education Centre, 

with a reduction in the Education Officer’s contracted hours and preparation for the Cathedral’s Big 

Shift.  However, good visitor numbers have been maintained and high-quality experiences for 

schools provided. 

Looking Ahead 

Following the agreement of the Cathedral Chapter and the Diocese to contribute financially in 

recognition of the services provided to them by the Education Centre staff, as well as the 

restructuring of the Education Officer’s role, the Trustees are confident that the Centre now has a 

more viable future.  

 

Although the Centre will continue to run at a significant deficit until 2022, our current projections –  

outlined in our Growth Plan – indicate that this deficit will reduce in the following years. 

 

We have now reached the end of our 2016-19 Strategic Plan.  Many of our targets have been 

achieved, and where they have not, this is due to a change in priorities or circumstances beyond 

our control. 
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In the next phase of the Centre’s life, reflected in a 2019-21 Plan, priorities for the coming year 

include consolidation of our work with schools and with children, young people and families in the 

Cathedral congregation – particularly as the Centre moves to its new accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Very Revd Andrew Nunn 

Chair of the Board of Trustees 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Centre Prayer: 
 

Loving God 
We pray for the work of the Education Centre. 
Give us grace to inspire hearts and minds, 
Enrich our words and work by your guidance, 
Help us to sow seeds of learning and understanding, 
So that those we encounter in this place may be moved by your Spirit 
and respond to your love. 
Amen 


































































