
Austrey Village Hall Trustees Report 2020

This reporting period coincided with the onset of the COVID 19 Pandemic
which had a profound effect on the normal day to day operation of the 
Hall.

The opening balance of £9893 represented a typical balance for the Hall 
account following incorporation of the No1 & No2 (contingency) 
accounts into a single Club account at the bank’s insistence in the 
preceding year.

Fund raising by a series of entertainments was planned for 2020, 
however, as a result, of the introduction of lockdown in March 2020 only 
a single fund raising event was held during 2020 which raised £966.

During the first months of lockdown trustee activity was mainly directed 
at creating a series of risk assessments that would enable operation of 
the Hall both by the trustees and by community groups hiring the Hall.  
There were in fact no hiring’s during March and April until the Hall was 
awarded a COVID Safety Certificate by North Warwickshire Borough 
Council.  Subsequent hiring’s took place towards the end of the year 
when COVID regulations allowed limited re-opening with restrictions 
such as safe separation and the rule of 6 being applied.

During this period of inactivity the trustees applied for and received 
Government Grants relating to COVID restrictions.  This increase in 
income allowed the trustees scope to address the short comings of the 
Hall in respect of disabled access and facilities. Applications were made 
to a number of charitable donors and during this period funding was 
received for a disabled access ramp from iM Community Fund and also 
from the Parish Council. In addition, the Borough Councillor for the Ward
part-funded the installation of a commercial dishwasher in the kitchen 
area.  The Trustees used part of the Government Small Businesses grant 
to replace the leaking boiler, which failed during the first half of the year,
and to replace the blown air heating system with radiators. The previous 
system was noisy and inefficient and had led to complaints from 
customers with hearing problems.

The Trustees consider that the activities detailed above are fully aligned 
with our mission to maintain the Hall for the benefit of the whole 
community.

Sadly during this period a long term Trustee Mrs Heather Humphries 
died and was not replaced.


















