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Phakamisa has been carrying out its work from its central headquarters in Pinetown Methodist 

Church for over 30 years, it’s fundamental aim is to lift and empower impoverished communities. 

The UK Trust has sought to encourage and support this work by raising funds to help maintain the 

work being carried out in South Africa. 

Phakamisa has (like most of the world) lived through the recent turbulent years of Covid, floods 

and the increased costs of day to day living. One of the many activities that Phakamisa facilitates is 

teaching their clients basic cooking skills, so that they can use these skills to provide a living for 

their families and pass the skills onto their children.  

I was recently struck by a quote from a lady called Nelly who attends Phakamisa. 

She said, “I want more experience. We can sell the things we make. I’ve got grandchildren. I take them to 

school, and I try to teach them the things I learn. They need skills to make money. There aren’t enough 

jobs. In the last 10-20 years, things have got very difficult. Here, at Phakamisa, you make friends. When 

you are old, you must talk with someone. I’m older. I have no more time. My grandchildren must get an 

education, so I help them.”  

As a Trust we are facing the challenge of continuing to accrue sufficient income to fulfil our 

commitment to the work of Phakamisa.   We are forever grateful to our faithful contributors to the 

cause, but we need to enthuse and inspire more partners if we are to prosper this work. 

As trustees we have recognised that there is a need for more publicity material which will help to 

promote the story of Phakamisa. To that end we will be developing information packs to be used as 

fund raising tools in churches, synods, or wherever we find ourselves sharing the passion we have 

for the wide and varied work carried out by Phakamisa. We are also researching the possibility of 

putting together an up-to-date video of the work in Pinetown possibly in conjunction with the 

Irish Methodist Church.  

We look forward to welcoming Zethu to the UK in September 2025. 

As always, we give thanks to God for the work that takes place through Phakamisa, for all that has 

been done and continues to be done through the faithful workers in and around Pinetown, and the 

many supporters here in the UK and around the world. 

My sincere thanks to all our supporters and of course, to our dedicated team of trustees without 

whom the work of the UK Trust would not be possible. 
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“PHAKAMISA” is pronounced “PA-GA-MEE-SA” and means “TO LIFT UP, TO MAKE GROW” 
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