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Trustees 
The Trustee board continues to be six strong comprising: Hannah Axon; Anna 
James; The Reverend Alan Partridge; Brian Page (Treasurer); Sally Punshon 
(Chair) and Marian Watson (Secretary).   
 
The board continues to be supported by many others – in particular: 
 

• Ed & Mary Hunt, who provide so much help and support to the individual 
Almshouse residents and help co-ordinate much of the day-to-day 
building maintenance. 

• Hilary Seaward, our former Treasurer who still provides financial and 
strategic advice and auditing of the Charity’s accounts. 

 
Residents 
The Trustees are delighted that all four Almshouses and The Old School House 
are still occupied by the same residents. 
 
Grants 
The Trustees were delighted to be able to award the School the grant of £2,000 
as part of our Educational remit.   
 
The Old School Room 
The lease for the front of the Old School Room was extended through to the end 
of June 2020. 
 
The Trustees have been considering how we can make best use of the whole 
building going forward, to provide an income stream to support the Charity as a 
whole.  The project was put out for tender and local architect, Ashley Courtney, 
won the bid to draw up viable plans and cost estimates for the restoration of the 
entirety of the Old School Room into office space.  Plans were completed by year 
end and the next stage is to invite builders to cost the project. 
 
Building Works and Maintenance 
In addition to general maintenance, repairs, servicing and adaptations, works 
arising as the result of last year’s Quinquennial Review were undertaken during 
the course of 2019.  
 
The completed Quinquennial review and the Almshouses and Old School House 
was sent out for tender early in the financial year and awarded to Herringbone 
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Restoration July 2019.  Works were started in September and completed in 
December.  Significant works included: repointing/restoring large areas of face 
brickwork; major repairs to the Old School House chimneys; renovating the Old 
School House clay plain-tiled roofs; high level external painting to windows, 
fascias and soffits and improving surface water drainage routes above and below 
ground level.  Minimal works were undertaken on The Old School Room since it 
was assumed that anything significant would be undertaken as part of overall 
restoration. 
 
School Land 
It was reported, last year, that the Charity was in talks with the School and the 
Village Hall Committee about the idea of using School land for a building for 
shared use between the School and the Village Hall.  Sadly, this has not come to 
fruition. 
 
Finance 
Income has been steady over the last year.  Charity assets have, however, taken a 
knock due to the £50,000 plus expenditure carrying out important repairs to this 
Listed Grade 2* building.   
 
 
 
Sally Punshon 
On behalf of the Bush & Bennett Trustees 
Report to accompany Annual Accounts y/e 31st March 2020 



Bush and Bennet Charity 
 
Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Bush and Bennet Charity   
(Charity number 1113297) 
 
on the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020 
 
 
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees 
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 
(“the Charities Act”) and that an independent examination is needed.   
 

It is my responsibility to:  
• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  
• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention 
 

 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity 
Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration 
of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from the trustees 
concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 
would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement 
below. 
 

In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention which gives 
me cause to believe that in, any material respect: 
 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities 
Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records;  or 
• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and 

content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 
other than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a 
matter considered as part of an independent examination   

 

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention 
should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached. 

 

 

Hilary Seaward, FCA      8 July 2020 

Chartered Accountant 
9 Sherlock Road 
Cambridge, CB3 0HR 



 


