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Children of Watamu has been running its Happy House children’s home in Watamu, Kenya, for 

11 years and the past year has certainly been the most challenging. 

No sooner had we celebrated our 10th birthday, than we were in lockdown because of the 

Covid19 pandemic. 

This brought enormous challenges as we were forced, like all schools in Kenya, to close our 

school. 

But change is challenge and our director Sue Hayward decided to harness the IT technolgy that 

we have to ensure that education would continue for the 60 children living in our care. 

Class areas, with Smart TVs brought from school, were set up in areas around the Happy House 

House children's home with teachers, based in school where they could safely socially distance, 

could continue to teach via Zoom. 

 

This was so successful and the youngsters thrived, stimulated by the different lesson format. 

We were unable, sadly, to extend this teaching method to the day pupils who attend our school as 

sufficient technology is not available. After 9 months Government-enforced closure school 

eventually resumed and, unrstandably, many children had fallen badly behind.  Fortunately, we 

were able to secure funding from a private donor for four remedial classes and teachers to help 

these youngsters catch-up where they needed to, with teaching tailored to specific individual 

needs. 

 

We also received private funding from a generous supporter for a new mini-bus. 

The pandemic has brought other challenges with shortages of many essentials brought to us by 

friends and tourists travelling to Kenya and visiting Happy House.  This means that we being 

even more careful than usual with replacing worn clothing etc because our storeroom is in short 

supply, but we make do and mend! 

 

Two of the children who have grown up in our care have now graduated from secondary school 

and enrolled on higher education courses.  They are doing remote learning while employed at 

Happy House, one as a teaching assistant and another as a trainee manager.  They now live 

independently in the local community in their own accommodation. Setting themselves up was 

greatly helped by the saving accounts set up in their names (all our children have them) and 

which have been added to by child sponsors on their birthdays and at Christmas. 

Holding any meetings has been difficult, we have worked together to oversee the charity and 

ensure that it is strong.  We are constantly grateful to those who support us with donations, child 

sponsorships etc and for remaining with us at a time when so many people have experienced 

hardships of their own. 

 

 




































