
Minister’s report to the Annual Church Meeting

June 2023

 Junior Church
 St Peter’s Primary
 Winter Night Shelter
 Pride
 Fair Trade 
 Contemporary Theology lectures
 Home & Study Groups and Pastoral care
 Eritrean Congregation
 Online presence
 Student work

Junior Church

It is a joy to see our young people join us for worship each Sunday, and to know 
that they are supported and nurtured in their faith through our Junior Church. 
Our thanks go to those who help out with our young people, especially to Dawn 
and Wendy for their hard work and creativity. 

Schools ministry

Every week during the school term, St Peter’s Primary have an act of worship in 
the Church. 

They also regularly use the Church for other activities and services such as the 
end of year services, nativity plays, Christingle services and School ‘Talent’ shows.
In addition they use the Church to help with their RE lessons. 

Following Paul Glass’s departure last year, Catherine Wagstaff also had to come 
off the Governing Body owing to other work commitments. I am grateful to 
Philip Wells for agreeing to stand as a Foundation Governor, he will start in this 
role with the new school year. We are still in need of another Methodist to serve 
as a Foundation Governor and ensure that the school continues to run with a 
Methodist ethos. 

My thanks go to Adriana for her ministry with the Friday morning Coffee 
morning to the parents at the school. My thanks also for her service as a Steward. 
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The school would particularly welcome greater involvement from church 
members in the life of the school. In addition, Tim has regularly led worship at 
the Methodist school at Boughton under Blean. 

Revd Alison Walker took up her role as the new chaplain at Kent College in the 
Summer of 2022 and has settled well into the role. 

Winter Night Shelter

For the second year running Catching Lives were unable to run their traditional 
rolling shelter last winter due this time to problems with their insurance. I have 
recently been informed that the insurance issues have been resolved, and that 
Catching Lives do intend to operate a ‘normal’ night shelter programme again this
coming Winter. My thanks to Richard Cockell for representing the Church in its 
relationship with Catching Lives. We will be offering them our hall space on 
Wednesday evenings, and will require Church members to volunteer to come 
and host the Shelter before the guests bed down for the night. 

Pride

Following the decision to register the premises for same sex weddings which was 
taken during the last Connexional year. St Peter’s is one of only two mainstream 
Churches in Canterbury offering for same sex weddings. Revd Danny Wheadon 
has agreed to be the appointed person at St Peter’s and will be able to conduct 
same sex weddings. At the recent Pride march, it was heartening to see the 
reaction of so many within the procession, and onlookers delighted to see the 
Church represented. A celebration of the hard work, so many have put in over 
the years to help the Church work through its issues of exclusion. It was also 
heartening that some of the staff from the school marched with us during the 
Parade, and are keen to explore greater involvement in similar events through the
course of the years ahead. 

We are also delighted to continue the work of Deacon Joy in hosting the Trans 
Support Group on a monthly basis. We held the Trans Memorial Service in the 
Winter, in what was a deeply moving ceremony. 

Fair Trade

Following the distressing news that Traidcraft would cease trading, the decision 
was taken to host a final FairTrade fair at St Peter’s at the end of March. It was 
very well attended and provided an opportunity to give thanks for the ministry 
Traidcraft have offered over the years. As a Church we are still proud of our 
status as a Fair-Trade Church, and where possible will continue to buy our 
supplies from Fairly Traded sources. Our thanks go to Glen Sharman, Jennifer 
Walters and their team of helpers who made sure the event was able to take 
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place, and for the hard work of so many over the years supporting such a vital 
expression of the work of God’s kingdom. 

Contemporary Theology Lectures 

We have continued to host the Canterbury Contemporary Theology lecture 
series at St Peter’s during the Winter and Spring of 2023. The programme was 
rather interrupted by several speakers having difficulties which led to cancelled 
lectures. We were still enriched by some very powerful lectures from the former 
Bishop of Liverpool Paul Bayes, Professor Anthony Reddie and Jayne Ozanne. 
Doreen Rosman takes over from Judith Dimond as the Chair of the Committee, 
so there will continue to be a strong Methodist presence going forward. 

Home & Study Groups and Pastoral Care. 

My thanks go to those who have organised and led our House Groups during the 
past year. I know that it has often been a struggle to co-ordinate diaries and 
venues. It still feels as if we are making tentative steps to re-establishing what 
‘normal’ is following the lockdowns. House groups are a central feature of the 
identity of Methodism and I warmly encourage all church members to think 
about joining a group, or working with others in the church to setting up new 
groups. We are all called to regular meeting with others for prayer, Bible study, 
fellowship and mutual support in our faith. 

My thanks go to the pastoral visitors for all their hard work in supporting our 
church members throughout the year. Their work is invaluable, and I know from 
the comments I hear, how much their efforts are appreciated. We are in urgent 
need of more pastoral visitors. As we have lost some of our visitors either by 
them moving away, or as they have passed away. It has meant that the pastoral 
visitors lists have grown longer. 

If you are interested in becoming a pastoral visitor, please contact Revd Tim, or 
Revd Danny when he arrives. They will talk you through what is required, and 
the nature of the role. 

My thanks go to Mary Anderson for her time as pastoral secretary and then for 
Michael Stace as he took on the role, in co-ordinating our pastoral visitors. 

Eritrean Congregation and Refugee Support

Our friends from the Eritrean Church continue to meet regularly at the Church 
on Sunday afternoons for worship and pastoral support. We are delighted to 
formalise our relationship with them as they have established themselves within 
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the ecumenical scene here in Canterbury. We will continue to uphold and 
support their ministry irrespective of the prevailing political climate. 

Several members of St Peter’s still continue to host Ukrainian refugees in their 
homes, nearly 18 months after the Russian invasion. The rental home organised 
by Diana Bax for a Ukrainian family continues to provide support. As a Church 
we have provided space for several Ukrainian groups to meet and offer support. 
We were honoured to receive a special performance from the Ukrainian 
Women’s Choir as part of our Sunday service in the Spring. We will continue to 
offer what support we can, and host support groups here, until hopefully one day 
soon, the conflict is over and it is safe for our Ukrainian families to return to their
homes. 

Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN) use our premises regularly to support 
Refugee women with language and other classes. I am thrilled that some 
members of our church help out with the work of KRAN in supporting some 
very vulnerable people within our local community. 

Ecumenism 

It is good to see that the Ecumenical Contemplative Prayer meeting continues to 
meet regularly at St Peter’s. 

The Good Friday Ecumenical walk of witness and open air service was well 
attended by members of St Peter’s.  

Online presence

Our thanks go to our volunteers who have staffed our Sound and AV desk each 
Sunday to ensure that our services are available for the congregation to worship 
and for the service to be livestreamed for those of our community who are house 
bound. 

Thank you to Glen Sharman, Mithila Fernando, Brian Davis and Philip Wells 
for all their hard work and technical skill. 

Each week we are averaging around 50 people who are engaging in worship who 
might otherwise be unable to attend. 

Student work 

The impact of Brexit and the pandemic has hit the Universities in Canterbury 
particularly hard, impacting both on the finances as well as the well-being of the 
staff and students. We have had our community life enriched by the students 
attending worship. We enjoyed several students leading the music in our morning
service led by our new church member Jake. 
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Revd Danny will take over formally as the Methodist Chaplain following my 
departure in the Summer.  We will continue to offer a warm welcome to students
as they start back in September. 

Changes 

We have said farewell to several of our congregation this year. Enid Lazell, Jim 
and Anne Baird, and today we say farewell to Mithila as she leaves for Sri Lanka 
and married life. You will always have a home here at St Peter’s. 

Significant thanks needs to be offered to Andrew Bell who has stepped up to take
on the role of Church treasurer following the departure of James McCrea last 
year. That the transition has been as smooth as it is, is a testament to Andrew’s 
hard work. 

Our Premises Manager Roy Hollands will be leaving his post at the end of 
August. Roy has been in post since November 2019. He has worked tirelessly at 
overhauling our systems, to ensure that we are compliant with all the various 
legislations and procedures which the Methodist Church and wider statutory 
bodies require of churches these days. In addition he has significantly improved 
our relationships with the various community groups using our premises, as well 
as increased the amount of usage the premises has during the week. We are now 
pretty much at maximum capacity. 

Roy will continue in his role with the District as both Property officer and 
ecumenical officer so he will still maintain some contact with St Peter’s. We thank
him for his hard work and wish him well for the future. 

The Church Council have agreed to seek a replacement for Roy, and the advert 
will be going out shortly. There is the possibility that the role may be combined 
with the new Circuit administrator role which will also be moving to Canterbury 
as Danny will take on being both the Minister at St Peter’s and the Circuit 
Superintendent. 

This is my final Annual Church Meeting at St Peter’s. I leave with a sense of 
regret that COVID so impacted on the past five years, and changed so much of 
the nature of the Church life against all of our wishes. I leave also with a sense of 
sadness at the lives which were lost, some of them far too early, when they still 
had so much to contribute. I leave with a sense of relief that you have such an 
experienced minister coming in Revd Danny Wheadon. On meeting him, I was 
impressed with the many gifts and graces which he will bring to the role of your 
Minister. I pray that you will work with him to further work out the call and claim
of God in your lives and the wider community. 

I thank you for the love, kindness and support I have received over the past five 
years. I ask for your prayers for my future ministry and for the staff, students and 
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residents of the Universities of Leeds and Leeds City Centre as I move to serve as
their Chaplain. I will continue to pray for you and wish you every success as you 
continue the work of God in this City.

On this Conference Sunday, I am reminded of the words of one of the hymns 
traditionally sung during the Ordination Services. Words which apply to all who 
know and claim Jesus for themselves. 

1 You servants of God, your Master proclaim,

and publish abroad his wonderful name;

the name all-victorious of Jesus extol;

his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.

2 God ruleth on high, almighty to save;

though hid from our sight, his presence we have;

the great congregation his triumph shall sing,

ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.

3 "Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!"

let all cry aloud, and honour the Son;

the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,

fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.

4 Then let us adore and give him his right:

all glory and power, all wisdom and might,

all honour and blessing with angels above

and thanks never ceasing for infinite love
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