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Dittons Mission Statement the Purpose of Scouting at the Dittons 
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Our values are at the heart of all we do in Scouting:  
Integrity - We’re honest, we try to do the right thing (even if no-one’s watching) and 
we stay true to ourselves. 
Respect - We’re thoughtful of people’s feelings and values, treating everyone as we’d 
like to be treated ourselves.  
Care - We’re kind to others, looking after the world we live in.  
Belief - We explore our beliefs and attitudes with wide-open minds.  
Co-operation - We work with others to change the world for the better, making friends 
along the way.  
 

Group Activity Report by Suzan Baker, Dittons Group Scout Leader   
 
 
In this 2023 annual report we are particularly thrilled to highlight the incredible fun, camaraderie, and 
joy that our outdoor events, particularly camping, offer to all our Dittons scout sections. These events 
serve as a cornerstone of our scouting program, providing an invaluable opportunity for scouts to 
immerse themselves in nature, foster friendships, and create unforgettable memories. The Esher 
District experience enjoyed by so many at Escapade was a particularly cherished highlight of 2023, as 
it allowed scouts and adults alike to escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life and reconnect with 
the great outdoors - while basking in the heat wave sunshine!  
 
During these camping adventures, scouts engage in a wide array of exciting activities, from hiking and 
map reading to campfire cooking and stargazing. These activities not only promote physical fitness 
and outdoor skills but also encourage teamwork, leadership, and problem-solving abilities. Moreover, 
the bonds of friendship forged around the campfire are truly special, as scouts and adults come together to share stories, 
laughter, and create a genuine sense of belonging to our group – the combined wearing of our splendid Dittons purple helps.  
 
2023 was definitely the year for outdoor adventures on a grand scale. After Escapade we saw three of our Explorer Scouts head 
overseas with Surrey Scouts to join the World Scout Jamboree in South Korea (Ed) and to camp in Flanders, Belgium (Charlie & 
Catherine.) Plenty of scouting values were displayed on these adventures and it is through all these events that we strive to 
instill in our scouts of all ages a love for nature, a sense of resilience, a spirit of adventure, and a deep appreciation for the joys 
of friendship and camaraderie that scouting uniquely provides. 
 
In the reports that follow each section details their activities and these words, combined with the pictures, show what make us 
all very proud of our Dittons volunteers and young people and I want, to say a big thank you to all our Leaders who have once 
again put in a great deal of hard work and freely given up a lot of their time to provide quality Scouting for this past year.  
A massive thank you also to our 2023 activity planners, badge capturers, cake makers, nail hammerers, lift givers, question 
asking and OSM answering, bonfire building, BBQ burning, picnic making, uniform washing, sideline cheering, email reading, 
form filling in helpers  from every Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer at The Dittons – we couldn’t do it without you.  

 

   

  
 

Enjoying Escapade – it definitely is for all! 
 

 



The Group Trustee Board – Annette Williams, Chair of Trustees 
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The Group Trustee Board plays a vital role in the running of a Scout Group. Trustees make decisions and carry out 
administrative tasks to ensure that the best quality Scouting can be delivered to young people in the Group. Trustees must 
act collectively as Charity Trustees of the Scout Group. The committee also exists to support the Group Scout Leader in 
meeting the responsibilities of their appointment.  

 

All our volunteers get a lot back from their roles, we can tell this from the years of service awards handed out to all our 
volunteers, leaders and Trustees at the AGM.  

Without these volunteers and their hard work and support, the group really would not be able to run.  

 
The Trustees are legally and financially responsible for the running of The Scout Group, maintenance of the Shack, all The 
Dittons property and equipment along with the raising of funds and the administration of the group’s finances. It is a vital 
role that enables the Leaders to run the activities. The group reserves policy, agreed by the Executive states that our 
policy is to build a fund which would enable The Dittons to purchase the freehold and to substantially improve our 
buildings. This will be reviewed in 2024. 
 

 Membership is open to all through elections at the AGM or by co-option throughout the year.  
 All Dittons Trustees are registered with the Charity Commission as Trustees of The Dittons.  

 
Scouts is just a great place to volunteer. 

 
 Every volunteer is welcomed.  

 Every volunteer is supported.  

 
 Every volunteer is valued.  

 Every volunteer gains skills (and has fun!) 

 

Trustees 2023 
Group Scout Leader - Suzan 

Baker   

 

Secretary - Louise O’Gorman Treasurer - Diana Goodhugh 

Paul Bartlett Stuart Jack Melanie Uzunoglu Pamela Forsyth 

Matt Davies Julia Hawkins 2 x vacancies 

Chair - Annette Williams  

   

 
Smiles from our Trustees – could you join us? 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Objectives of The Dittons Scout Group- Public Benefit Statement 
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The purpose of Scouting is to contribute to the development of young people in achieving their full physical, intellectual, 
social and spiritual potentials, as individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of their local, national and 
international communities. Scouting uses a method, which is young people in partnership with adults: enjoying what 
they are doing; learning by doing; participating in varied and progressive activities; making choices for themselves; taking 
responsibility for their own actions; working in groups; taking increasing responsibility for others; taking part in activities 
outdoors; sharing in prayer and worship; and making and living out their Scout Promise. 

 
Under the Charities Act 2006 The Scout Association is required to demonstrate that our aims are for the public benefit. 
Our assessment is that we have met the public benefit criteria under both the advancement of education and the 
advancement of citizenship or community development headings. The activities outlined in this report highlight the 
areas of work that achieves these aims.  
 

Anyone here from Dittons?  

How loud do you think the YES was! 

Fast Finishers at  

District Cross Country 

  

 

 

 

 

Scouts & Explorers Camp for St George’s Day 

 

Poppies at Lynwood 

 

‘ll Crush Ye Barnacles! 

 
  

 

More Escapade Adventures! 

  
  

 



The Dittons Fair by Rebecca Walker, Fair Chair 
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Report on The Dittons Fair – Sunday 14 May 2023 

After a shaky looking forecast, once again the sun emerged at just the right time and 
stayed with us all afternoon! The pigs stayed dry, the arena acts shone, the cakes flew out 
of the tent and the leaders stayed cool in 'Soak the Leader'. As our only annual fundraiser, 
the committee and the leader’s smiles (and relief!) matched the sunshine as we worked 
from sunrise to sunset to entertain up to 5000 people at the largest community event of 
the year.  
 
A huge thank you is due to each one of you for all your contributions towards making it a 
huge success: from promoting the Fair by programme selling to stall donations to 
volunteering on the day (over 200 of you!) – We just couldn’t do it without all your effort 
and support. And please take a bow, David Wickenden, who is a dad that has been our 
sound man every year for many years, sitting in the white tent at the heart of it all, keeping 
the crowds informed and entertained. Many thanks also to our leaders, who work as 
volunteers week in, week out, for our children, but who also come out in force for the fair and are there from 7am until 7pm 
when we lock up the Green and head to the pub.  

 
Finally a special thank you to the Committee who work really hard in the months before the Fair to bring in the sponsors, fill 
the arena, promote the event, confirm the stallholders and juggle all the logistics! Everyone really pulls together and we 
have a lot of fun along the way. It’s great to have some fresh faces join our team this year. Thank you.  

  

Plans for Sunday 12 May 2024 are well under way and we’re delighted that John D Wood has become our platinum 

sponsor once again. They really go above and beyond, not only becoming our largest sponsor and running a fabulous stall on 
the day, but also putting up as many advertising estate agent boards as we could sign up!  
Please do consider them if you’re buying or selling a house.  

 
This is our only fundraiser and the only ‘volunteering requirement’ we have of all the families that join The Dittons. It is 
this one day, of maximum effort, that ensures the continuation of The Dittons Scout Group.  
We keep our Dittons Membership Charge to a minimum and the Fair is therefore our main source of income to keep our 
beloved and unique Shack alive and well and scouting activities going strong!  

 

   

 
 

 

  

   



 

 

1932 Committee by Paul Bartlett, Chair of Committee & Estates Manager 
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2023 has been another year of ad-hoc work, minor jobs and a lot of ongoing 
maintenance.   
 
Our wonderful building, The Shack, which we are so fortunate to own outright, requires 
a lot of time, love and attention to keep it usable and intact.   
 
Many hours of volunteer time are spent behind the scenes ensuring Scouting activities 
can continue safely for so many.  
 
The long running saga of kitchen deliberations is finally coming to a close, as we have 
indicative plans and a builder selected.  The aim is now to build a new kitchen within 
the footprint of the building.   
We will remove the existing equipment and units, knock through into Uncle’s Room 
and create a larger L-shaped kitchen.  The intention is to fit it out with commercial 
grade stainless steel equipment, counters and cupboards, which will ensure its 
longevity.   
A new serving hatch will be created into the hall, with removable panelling to retain 

the hall’s character.  We hope to install a full height fridge, freezer, commercial dishwasher and an on-demand water heater – no 
more washing up in cold water!  
 
We continue to look forwards, and whilst we haven’t started this project yet, we are thinking about future 
projects.  Investigations are being made around a variety of options for our outdoor space – perhaps an air-
rifle shooting range, given that we have now space available on the land we own at the rear of The Shack. 
 
All volunteers at the Dittons continue to strive to provide the best facilities for the Group’s young people 
and I thank everyone for their hard work. 
 

If you would like to lend your time and skills to the preservation, remodelling and protection of The Shack 

we are actively looking to recruit new parents at our AGM to help with the ‘1932 Committee’ – could it be 

you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The kitchen has served 
its time at The Shack… 

 
 

But, just like camping, 
there is always a new 

dawn! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beavers by David Cooper  
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Montreal Colony Leadership Team for 2023 
Section Leader - David Cooper 
 

Toronto Colony Leadership Team for 2023 
Section Leader - David Cooper  

Section Assistant - vacant 
 

Assistant Section Leader - Pamela Forsyth  

Group Occasional Helpers - Lisa Jenkinson-Swayne, Jenny 
Ripley, Claire Appleyard, Jess Cresswell, Naomi Walsh, Hannah 
Malone, Nicola Riggs, James Walker & Michel Cerulli 
Explorer Young Leaders: Orson Skittles & Drew Swallow 
 

Group Occasional Helpers – James Green, Annette Williams,  
Kate Felton, Terezie Wickenden, Claire Marstin, Becky Lawson, 
Lee McCarthy, Chantal Pilbrow, Nicola Riggs & Amy Packer 
Explorer Young Leader: Joshua Baird  

 

Spring Term 2023 

 Both Colonies held Burns’ Night themed meetings, with caber tossing, sword dancing and lots of porridge oats! Both 

Colonies held St David’s Day themed meetings.  

 Both Colonies completed the Money Skills Activity Badge and Communicator Activity Badge & numerous Beavers took 

part in organised litter picks around Thames Ditton and Long Ditton this term and throughout the year. 

 43 Beavers attended the Esher District Beaver Party at Hinchley Wood School on 4th February – Cat’s Grin Theatre 

Company performed Alice in Wonderland; Ten Pin bowling competitions at Hollywood Bowl, Tolworth were fab! 

 Mother’s Day Tea Parties on 8th & 9th March were a huge success – The Beavers performed on stage to their Mums 

and followed this up by singing on stage after the AGM on 24th March before closing the term with Easter Egg Hunts. 

Summer Term 2023 

 33 Beavers attended the St George’s Day Parade on 23rd April 

 Our Beavers completed the Gardener Activity Badge, the Explorer Activity Badge, held Coronation themed meetings 

and attended Safari Adventure Golf in Hersham on 24th & 25th May. We followed this with Water Games on 14th & 

15th June & Skipping and tug of war on 21st & 22nd June 

 40 Beavers & 12 adults attended Escapade at Walton Firs Activity Centre on 24th June.   

 48 Beavers attended a Pirates camp craft activity afternoon at the Shack on 15th & 16th July, 44 of whom camped 

overnight with parents in tents on the Shack field. 

 Rounders matches versus parents (Beavers won both matches!) and family bbqs ended the term 

 

Autumn Term 2023 

 Our Beavers completed the Experiment Activity Badge, Global Issues Activity Badge & made bird feeders. 

 10 Montreal Beavers and 19 Beavers ran in the Esher District Cross Country Race around Oxshott Heath on 1st 

October.  George Charman finished in second place in the race and the Toronto Colony regained the District Winning 

Team Shield. 

 Both Colonies attended Sandown Ski Centre for sledging & mini ringos on 4th & 5th October   

 We organised small fireworks displays for both Colonies and the Beavers held sparklers and ate hot dogs. 

 36 Beavers took part in the Remembrance Sunday Parade and service at the War Memorial on Giggs Hill Green 

 We organised a Carol Concert for the families of both Beaver Colonies at the Shack on 10th December.  The Beavers 

performed Christmas songs and poems on stage. Both Colonies held end of term Christmas parties on 13th & 14th 

December 

11 Beavers from Montreal and 12 from Toronto earned their prestigious Chief Scout’s Bronze Award, the highest badge a 

Beaver can earn – Congratulations! 

 

    

 
 

   

 



Cubs by Matt Davies & Aron Stewart   
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Mowgli Cub Pack Leadership Team for 2023 
Section Leader – Aron Stewart & Suzan Baker from 
September 
 

Zulu Cub Pack Leadership team for 2023 
Section Leader – Matt Davies & Craig Behrens 

Assistant Section Leader - Vacancy Assistant Section Leaders  - Renato Marchio, Stephen 
Wakefield 

Section Assistants - Lloyd Smith, Simon Morris  
GOH – Steve Audsley & from September:  Charlie 
Balbirnie & Wing Yin Wong  
 

Section Assistants - vacancy 
GOH – Alasdair Young 

Explorer Young Leaders –Ted Ferguson, Josh Baird & 
Orson Skittles 

Explorer Young Leaders –  Neve Davies, Catherine Bartlett & 
Lauren Widdowson 
 

 
Cubs continue to learn new skills, take on amazing challenges and support the wider Thames Ditton 

community. We started off the year making rather impressive Newspaper bridges to make even 

Brunel envious. We worked with Pyro-pens to create lovely wooden drinks coasters. We’ve gained 

many new badges, including the Air Activities badge, learning about flight and flying our own 

Chinese lanterns. We’ve taken a dip in the Thames during our Watersports Day at Thames Young 

Mariners and loved our annual trip to the Lord Amory for yet more wet and wonderful water based 

fun. This exciting Docklands trip is always a fantastic trip, with all the cubs, leaders and parents 

enjoying themselves out on the water especially as we were treated to another warm sunny day. 

Our knot work has reached new heights, ending with building our own ‘Walking Giraffes. Map 

reading to Orienteering to learning different methods of communication – cubs tackle a huge range of activities. Cooking 

with the cubs has always been a winner, from making pancakes and quesadillas and cooking sausages on a fire. We even 

finished off the year with making our own Christmas Cakes in mini baked bean tins – delicious! 

A total highlight for 2023 was the return of Esher District Camp - We camped with over 50 Cubs at Escapade. It was really 

wonderful to see so many of the Dittons cubs, scouts and explorers camping and enjoying themselves. Everyone was 

thoroughly exhausted when leaving on Sunday and we sent them all home hot, tired and smiling! 

We have transferred older cubs onto the adventures of Dittons Scouts, as well as welcoming new Cubs transferring up 

from Beavers – we really enjoy watching young people of the Dittons progress through the sections, growing and 

maturing on their way. Mowgli said a sad but temporary farewell to Aron and in September welcomed Suzan as Monday 

night Cub Leader to hold the fort while he works in Azerbaijan – we think she quite likes it! We gained other parent 

volunteers who stepped up to help Mowgli and our Explorer Young Leaders are invaluable in both packs. Renato moved 

on from Zulu when his sons became Cubs – thank you Renato for your years of cub volunteering. Without all our help we 

wouldn’t have been able to run as many Cub activities – we look forward to many more in 2024! 

   

 



Scouts by Tony Butcher  

9 
 

 
 

Scout Troop (Wednesday nights) Leadership Team for 2023 
Section Leader – Jackie Bourne & Tony Butcher 
 

Scout Troop (Thursday nights) Leadership Team for 
2023 Section Leader – Allen Widdowson 
 

Assistant Section Leader  
Will Kendrick 

Assistant Section Leader  
Jonathan Yates 
 

Section Assistants -  Vacancy 
Group Helpers – Gavin Bacon & Martin Brown 

Section Assistants  
Richard Hunt, Martin Yates & Phil Hawkins 
 

 
2023 has been a fantastic year of fun adventures for our Scouts and our Leaders too. We took our 

winning achievements to the ultimate level and brought home the Esher District Top Troop Trophy. 

We let you know about winning the Cross Country (and yes we did that) or winning the Night Hike 

(yes we did that too), but in Esher District against all the other wonderful Scout troops there is the 

ultimate prize of the combination of all these events. The Top Troop award is an impressive award 

now hanging in the Shack. Won in 2023 by The Dittons for the first time since 1979!  

The Shack is a superb venue in which to teach our Scouts as it’s full of history and tradition stretching back to the very 

early days of Scouting in the UK, but the main job of us Leaders is to get our Scouts out and about in the great outdoors 

and explore the Surrey countryside enjoying nature and learning how they can make a difference to this world.  

As mentioned, The Dittons ran away with success at the Cross Country in Oxshott with William Brogden, Harrison 

Davey, Lucas White and Marlin Oxby all finishing in the top 10. The Night Hike was incredible this year with our teams 

coming home in 1st and 2nd place. Our Scouts have really demonstrated great determination, skill and dedication in all 

of the events they have taken part in 2023. Our Scouts were exemplary as they returned to Linwood care home to help 

the residents create a hand-made poppy wreath for the Remembrance Day event on Giggs Hill Green. Dedicated 

Leaders have sustained this link between the old and young and it’s very fulfilling to see both generations gain so much 

from the experience.  

This was a year for Escapade, an all section District camp, over the sunniest weekend of the year. There were enormous 

inflatables, camp fire songs, laser tag, crafts and water slides to enjoy. The music on the Saturday evening gave the 

whole field a festival atmosphere.  

We took 10 Scouts sailing with Discovery Sailing Project (DSP) and were onboard the 60 foot clipper for 3 nights along 

the Solent learning to sail, navigate and moor the boat. It was amazing to see Scouts experience a new challenge and 

find the strength and fortitude for a hard-working weekend. 

2023 also saw us award another Chief Scout Gold Award - Robert Keenes completed the remaining tasks to earn the 

award prior to moving onto Explorers. It’s been a great year of Scouting and it’s been a pleasure for the whole 

Leadership team to see Scouts enjoying their time outdoors experiencing new challenges and adventures.  

    

 

 

 
  

 



Ditton Scouts Shooting Club by Tony Butcher  
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Dittons Scouts Shooting Club Leadership Team for 2023 
 
DSSS Leader – Tony Butcher 
 

DSSS Assistants – Phil Hawkins & Barry Walker 

 

The Dittons Scout Shooting Club was established 4 years ago to give Scouts and Explorers the opportunity to learn Air Rifle 

Target Shooting. Air Rifle Target shooting is an Olympic sport which promotes core strength, balance, coordination, 

concentration and discipline. There are Group, District, County and National competitions for Scouts.  

Last year finished on an incredible high with Emily winning the Individual Country Final. Emily joined the Inter-Counties team 

to travel to Aldersley, and compete at the National level again. Surrey took the Silver medal. We took our own momentum 

forwards into the summer and came second in the Scout District Shooting Competition. This was held at the Escapade 

Summer camp and our team of three competed against other Troops across Esher.  

All of the 17 members of the club have joined us outdoors at the Shack garage or at our indoor winter training venue at the 

Surbiton Postal Rifle Club, which has been so important to helping our young people develop their skills. However, we need 

to find a new winter home. The redevelopment of the Surbiton Postal Rifle Club is making it necessary to find an all- weather 

solution closer to the Shack. This year has seen more Dittons Scouts join up with the County team at Bisley for practice. This is 

a great opportunity to learn pistol and Small-bore shooting under the guidance of the County Leadership team. As the 

members reach Explorer age they can join ScoutShoot and have the opportunity to learn more disciplines including full bore 

at 300 yards.  

This year saw us enter the National Scout Championship in October. The 4 Scout team entered a variety of disciplines over 

the October weekend. We had an amazing performance from all of our entrants who did themselves and the Dittons proud. 

A special mention to: • • Later in the year we entered the County Team Finals, this is a team event for Scout aged members 

to submit their best scores. We maintained our great performance, scored more than last year and came 3rd. The best 

individuals were then invited along to Bisley once more to compete in the Individual County Finals for 2023. Emily, Andrej & 

Finley did really well. It is a very competitive County team this year and some talented Scouts from Fetcham were worthy 

winners.  

As a reminder, our Leadership team for the club is made up of enthusiastic and knowledgeable adults to help run these 

sessions and train the Scouts to improve their skill. If you are a keen Target Shooter from the past or now, or you are 

interested in the sport and want to help out, we would love to hear from you.  

Please contact Tony.Butcher@DittonsScouts.com 
 

   

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
Emily winning the 2022 Bisley 

Individual County Finals  

mailto:Tony.Butcher@DittonsScouts.com
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Explorers by Tom Wilkinson 
 
 
Explorers Leadership Team for 2023 - Section Leader - Tom Wilkinson with Julia Hawkins from November ‘23 
 
Assistant Section Leader - Stuart Jack & Steve Baird Section Assistant – Aidan McGuinness & Julia Hawkins  

 
Group Occasional Helper & Network – Ro Guildford 
 

In January several Dittons Explorers joined Tom and other District leaders on the first 

District Winter Activity Weekend since 2020. Very cold weather led to walking through a 

Terrain Zero winter wonderland and exploring Thor’s Cave in Derbyshire before a proper 

caving trip on the Sunday. 

We continued through the terms with a mixture of Explorer staples, such as a scavenger 

hunt around Thames Ditton, and a variety of Explorer led evenings. Particular highlights 

included the whimsical engineering of our Explorers dropping eggs from high heights, a 

miniature painting competition, Taskmaster (where they had to make a Fleur-de-lis from 

items at The Shack), axe throwing, and the ever-popular DittOlympics (random sports on an Olympic theme with Welly 

Wanging remaining a firm favourite!) At the start of summer, we attended the District camp, Escapade, alongside all other 

sections. Explorers participated in paintballing as well as activities on site at Walton Firs. It was a scorcher of a weekend and 

the sight of Drew on Parade wearing a Mexican Sombrero (well, they asked for hats!) was a special moment indeed. Outdoor 

adventures continued when in August we took a small contingent of Explorers to Parkwood campsite near Brighton for a 

summer camp with activities that included “Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook”, hiking, canoeing/kayaking/paddle boarding, electric 

mountain biking and fish & chips by the seaside. 

The Duke of Edinburgh award has continued to be a key part of our programme with practice and qualifying expeditions in 

Kent and the New Forest leading to 4 Bronze and 4 Silver Awards this year. Four Explorers also undertook their Practice & 

Qualifying Gold award expeditions in 2023! A real success for The Dittons and the result of a lot of hard work by our young 

people, support from parents and a lot of hours of Dittons Leaders – we thank them all. 4 Explorers have started their Young 

Leader journey with us this year by starting the Young Leader training scheme. Finally, Congratulations to Lauren who 

achieved her Young Leader Belt by completing all the training on the Young Leader Award Scheme.  

   

   
   

  

 

 

 










