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ABOUT US
We’re WWF, the leading global environmental charity.

Our vision is to bring our world back to life. 

By 2030, we want to see nature’s destruction halted and its 
recovery under way.

We’re tackling the causes of nature loss and climate change,  
so future generations inherit a world where people and nature 
are thriving and our climate is stable.

It’s a huge challenge, but your support can make the difference.

Join us
wwf.org.uk
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A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR CHAIR
I am by nature an optimist, and there were many 
things this last year that gave me reason for hope. 
But there were also familiar frustrations for those 
of us whose hearts are set on nature’s recovery 
and a safer climate.

When I became chair of WWF-UK in 2020, the 
prospect of just a decade to put the world 
on course to meet 2030 climate and nature 
commitments was an urgent one indeed. Now 
more than half that decade has passed, and 

many governments and businesses still show 
precious few signs of setting us on track.

An increasing shift in the public narrative, 
presenting green and growth as opposing choices, 
is very concerning. We need both. Renewables 
and energy efficiency help us tackle climate 
change, and a healthy natural environment is the 
very basis of global supply chains, underpinning 
the success of our economy.

Dave Lewis in the three WWF Chair’s Challenge fundraising 
events. Clockwise from top left © Matt Horwood / WWF-UK,  
© Jason Swain Photography, © James Roddie / WWF-UK
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A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR CHIEF EXECUTIVE
It’s been a tough year. One where we’ve relied 
more than ever on the unswerving support of our 
amazing members, adopters, partners and many 
others. Your commitment provides the lifeblood 
for our successes and keeps our vital voice for 
nature strong. I can’t thank you enough.

Together with WWF colleagues around the world, 
we’ve used our global reach and every ounce of 
our resolve to stand up for our precious natural 
world 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

And thanks to your support I’m pleased to report 

we’re on track to meet our ambitious targets to 

protect and restore many wild species and places. 

We’re delighted by the 5% annual increase in 

Kenya’s black rhino numbers, which keeps us on 

course for our long-term goal of 2,000 there by 

2037. We fitted critically endangered hawksbill 

turtles in Fiji with satellite tags for the first time, 

which will provide vital data so we can better 

protect them. And we made a breakthrough 

Tanya Steele at The Herds – an animal 
puppet art performance that travelled 
from Africa towards the Arctic Circle 
to raise climate awareness.  
© Jack Taylor / WWF-UK
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OUTCOME EXPENDITURE
Here’s how much we invested in our  
strategic outcomes during the past year.
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2024-25 TARGET

+	� We’ll publish the Living Planet Report 2024 to 
build the case for action on climate and nature.

Our flagship Living Planet Report is our regular 
health check for the planet. It provides the 
scientific backbone to all our work. The latest 
edition revealed the average size of monitored 
wildlife populations has plummeted by an 
alarming 73% since 1970. Latin America and 
the Caribbean recorded the steepest average 
declines, with a 95% fall.

The report warns that the world is dangerously 
close to irreversible tipping points such as the 
decline of the Amazon rainforest, and melting 
polar ice sheets.

We published the report in the lead-up to crucial 
UN meetings, including the COP16 biodiversity 
summit in Colombia. It featured a foreword from 
Susana Muhamed, the COP16 president and 
Colombia’s environment minister. As well as the 
shocking evidence of nature’s decline, the report 
set out clear solutions that strengthened our call 
at COP16 for world leaders to implement their 
nature and climate commitments with much 
greater urgency. 

Shortly before publication, we briefed UK civil 
servants and the UK government team leading  
on COP16 negotiations. 

We also launched the report in Parliament with 
a speech from WWF Youth Ambassador, Ilaria, 
presenting the findings to around 90 guests 
including government ministers, MPs, Lords  
and businesses.

The report gained an incredible 962 pieces of UK 
media coverage and our video content about it 
had more than 116,000 views. This helped us raise 
public awareness and engagement – including 
boosting numbers signing our petition for a Living 
Planet Act (see page 25), which we launched the 
same day. 

As well as its stark findings, the report’s science 
tells us we can still avoid dangerous tipping 
points and put the world on a path to halt and 
reverse nature loss by 2030 – if we all act together 
and act now.

962
OUR LIVING PLANET REPORT GAINED 962 PIECES 
OF UK MEDIA COVERAGE, HELPING US RAISE 
PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THREATS TO NATURE
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2024-25 TARGET

+	� We’ll influence incentives for financial institutions to shift towards 
supply chains that are free from deforestation.

Many major banks and investors that operate in 
the UK finance sector invest in companies whose 
supply chains include commodities with a high 
risk of causing deforestation. We’re determined 
to change this, and to reduce the flow of private 
finance that supports economic activities that 
drive deforestation.

This year we launched a digital platform that 
gives financial institutions the tools to better 
detect environmental crimes in their operations. 
It helps them assess risks and strengthen their 
screening processes.

Our Environmental Crimes Financial Toolkit 
complements financial institutions’ existing focus 
on pinpointing financial crime. It covers  
14 high-risk commodities including cattle, palm 
oil, soy, timber, minerals and wildlife, and covers 
66 high-risk countries. We’ve also published 
reports on illegal deforestation and illegal wildlife 
trade, and added hundreds of case studies to the 
platform, highlighting how environmental crimes 
often converge with financial crimes and human 
rights violations.

We launched the toolkit at the UN COP16 
biodiversity summit. More than 30,000 users 
have accessed it, and 440 have attended our 
events, tutorials and demonstrations. A number 
of financial institutions have publicly supported 
the toolkit.

NATURE-POSITIVE ROADMAP
We also launched a roadmap showing how 
reforming the global economy can halt and 
reverse nature loss, including deforestation. The 
Global Nature Positive Economy Roadmap was the 
result of our work with many international experts, 
49 of whom called on the G20 to address nature 
alongside climate. We launched it at COP16, and 
it’s already contributed to the coalition of finance 
ministers for climate action inviting us to become a 
‘knowledge partner’. This will enable us to provide 
our expertise on managing the nature-related risks 
and opportunities countries face.

>30,000
MORE THAN 30,000 ACCESSED OUR TOOLKIT HELPING 
PINPOINT ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME ACROSS COMMODITIES 
WITH A HIGH RISK OF CAUSING DEFORESTATION
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2024-25 TARGET

+	� We’ll provide funding and support to our partners to strengthen 
conservation work in a range of critical landscapes and river 
basins, including in east Africa, the Himalayas and central India.

We continue to support local communities and 
Indigenous peoples to lead on the conservation 
of globally important landscapes and river 
basins that are critical for nature. Here are some 
examples of our progress during the year.

KENYA
Kenya’s Kaptagat forest is important for nature 
and acts as a water source for surrounding 
regions. It’s also a carbon sink. With support 
from the Trillion Trees Reforest Fund, we planted 
40 hectares of tree seedlings to help restore 
degraded forests here. In a win-win, local farmers 
benefit as they can grow crops among the 
seedlings – and the seedling survival rates are 
an impressive 93% as farmers keep the land free 
from weeds and livestock.

KENYA AND TANZANIA
In southern Kenya and northern Tanzania, we 
worked with the Centre for Large Landscape 
Conservation to map 24 critical wildlife corridors. 
Elephants, lions and African wild dogs are among 
the many species that rely on these areas to 
reach food, water and breeding grounds. These 
vital routes are increasingly under pressure from 
expanding agriculture, human settlements and 
infrastructure. Our map will guide conservation 
policy to help protect and connect wildlife across 
this wildlife hotspot.

TANZANIA AND MOZAMBIQUE
Our project to reduce incidents of human-wildlife 
conflict in the Ruvuma transboundary landscape, 
in Tanzania and Mozambique, is making very good 
progress. The number of conflict incidents has 
started to decline, and no elephants or lions have 
been killed in retaliatory attacks in the villages 
central to our project. With our partners, we’ve 
engaged 860 community members in livelihoods 
that are sustainable and resilient to conflict with 
wildlife. And we’ve promoted equal involvement 
from both men and women from the community. 
This project is funded by the UK government’s 
Darwin Initiative.

CENTRAL INDIA
We supported WWF-India to conduct camera 
trap surveys and provide training to the forest 
department to gather essential data on wildlife 
movements in Satpuda-Pench corridor. The 
information will be used to help reduce conflict 
between people and wildlife, and to conserve 
wildlife while supporting the needs of people 
who live nearby. The surveys revealed tigers, 
leopards, sloth bears, Bengal foxes, Indian wolves 
and wild dogs. We also supported farmers, village 
organisations and local NGOs in sustainable, 
profitable agricultural practices.

24
IN SOUTHERN KENYA AND NORTHERN TANZANIA, WE WORKED 
WITH THE CENTRE FOR LARGE LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION TO 
MAP 24 CRITICAL WILDLIFE CORRIDORS
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2024-25 TARGET

+	� We’ll secure funding to continue our longstanding work 
to increase populations of key species.

We continue to build on our proud conservation 
history of helping to protect and restore 
populations of priority species. This remains 
a key element of what’s needed to address 
the nature crisis. Here’s a flavour of our many 
successes this year.

AFRICA: KENYAN BLACK RHINOS
In Kenya, our ongoing support for black rhino 
conservation contributed to a 5.5% annual 
increase in their numbers, to 1,059. This 
encouraging progress shows Kenya’s latest 
plan for black rhino recovery, which we helped 
to develop, is proving effective in the face of 
continued pressures including poaching. The 
increase is thanks to the ongoing efforts of Kenya 
Wildlife Service and local communities. It means 
Kenya remains on track to meet its long-term goal 
of 2,000 black rhinos by 2037.

ASIA: RIVER DOLPHINS
In India, we continued our long-term funding 
of conservation in the Ganges river basin. The 
Indian government announced the findings of the 
first ever survey of the entire 8,500km range of 
river dolphins, which we supported. It estimated 
there are 6,327 river dolphins. The information 
will improve understanding of population trends, 
key threats, and ensure the most suitable 

conservation measures. The highest numbers 
were found in Uttar Pradesh, where WWF has 
worked with the government on community-led 
river dolphin conservation for more than 25 years.

ASIA: SNOW LEOPARDS
Nepal estimated it is home to 397 snow leopards, 
following its first nationwide survey of these big cats. 
We’re the biggest funder of WWF’s work in Nepal, 
and we supported the Nepalese government in the 
survey. We also trained villagers, who know these 
mountain landscapes best, to use camera traps 
and GPS. The estimate indicates this population 
is relatively stable. The Nepal assessment used 
the same guidelines as recent surveys in Bhutan, 
India and Mongolia. The standardised results are 
improving conservation plans for snow leopards and 
their mountain habitat.

LATIN AMERICA: JAGUARS
We mapped ‘corridors’ used by jaguars between 
protected areas and Indigenous lands in more 
than 2,000 areas across Latin America. Working 
with the University of Oxford, we used GPS data 
from 172 collared jaguars and state-of-the-art 
modelling to identify the corridors. We can use 
the findings to guide our conservation efforts and 
pinpoint where to advocate for greater protection 
for jaguars.

5.5%
OUR ONGOING SUPPORT FOR BLACK RHINO CONSERVATION 
IN KENYA CONTRIBUTED TO A 5.5% ANNUAL INCREASE IN 
THEIR NUMBERS, TO 1,059
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PRINCIPAL RISKS AND UNCERTAINTIES
The trustees are responsible for ensuring WWF-UK has a sound system of internal control to safeguard 
its assets and funds, and for ensuring its assets and funds are used only in furtherance of WWF-UK’s 
objectives. The system of internal control is intended to manage appropriately rather than eliminate risks 
and to give reasonable rather than absolute assurance.

The trustees exercise their responsibilities through their board meetings and the meetings of the 
committees of the board described on page 48. The charity trustees have given consideration to the risks 
the charity is exposed to, and have satisfied themselves that appropriate systems or procedures are 
established to manage those risks. 

Our strategy for FY25 to FY27 was approved by trustees and came into effect on 1 July 2024. The strategy 
covers the overall aims and objectives of the organisation for the last year and has been used as a basis 
for annual planning, monthly progress reviews by the Executive Group and quarterly progress reviews  
by trustees.

The system of internal control in place over the last year has included:

• �An operating model, established during this financial year, that has ensured clear governance and 
decision-making at the right levels and has emphasised the importance of programme and project 
management excellence. Key to the effectiveness of the operating model have been three strategic 
steering groups, which were created to govern the delivery of each of our strategic outcomes and 
ensure decisions were made in line with the strategy. Steering groups have monitored programme 
delivery and financial performance, and managed risks and issues.

• �Annual performance targets and delivery plans, with actual performance, income and expenditure 
monitored monthly against those plans.

• �A risk management framework. Project level risks are managed by project managers. Strategic 
risks have been managed by steering groups. Named executive directors are accountable for the 
most serious strategic risks, which are captured on the organisational risk register. Risks have been 
monitored monthly by risk owners, escalated as needed and formally reviewed on a quarterly basis by 
the Executive Group and the Audit Committee. At each quarterly review meeting, there is scrutiny of the 
top risks and of the controls in place – and further actions are identified where necessary. The top risks 
reported to the Executive Group and Audit Committee are summarised on pages 45-46.

• �An internal audit programme with findings, progress reviews and management actions, regularly 
reports to the Executive Group and the Audit Committee. Reporting includes internal audits of WWF 
programme offices, carried out by WWF International and WWF-US.

• �A scheme of delegation from the trustees to the chief executive and then to managers clearly defines 
the scope of authority delegated by the trustees and which matters are reserved to the board.

• �Procedures to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of expenditure on conservation programmes and 
the achievement of outputs and outcomes.

• �An environmental management system to ensure we monitor and manage our own impact on the 
environment. The system is audited by an independent assessor. We are committed to transparency  
by publishing annually our performance against the targets we set ourselves.
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GOVERNANCE
STRUCTURE
WWF-UK is a charity registered with the Charity Commission for England and Wales (Registration 
No. 1081247) and the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (Registration No. SC039593). It is also 
a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (Registration No. 04016725). It was 
founded in 1961 and was formerly known as the World Wildlife Fund. Its objects and powers are set out 
in its Memorandum and Articles of Association. The objects of the charity remain as follows:

The promotion of conservation of the natural environment and the sustainable use of natural 
resources and ecological processes, to include without limitation, fauna and flora, water, soils and 
other natural resources.

The promotion of education in nature conservation, the natural environment and the sustainable use  
of natural resources.

The promotion and support of scientific and educational studies, research projects and publication of 
scientific and educational works.

WWF-UK’s commercial activities are undertaken by its wholly-owned trading subsidiary, WWF-UK (World 
Wide Fund for Nature) Trading Limited. All taxable profits are donated under Gift Aid to WWF-UK. WWF-
UK (World Wide Fund for Nature) Trading Limited was incorporated as a company in 1966 to conduct 
trading activities in support of WWF-UK’s charitable objectives. The company is registered in England 
and Wales (Registration No. 00892812). The principal activities are the licensing of the WWF logo, retail 
activities and corporate sponsorships. Details of transactions between WWF-UK and its subsidiary are 
included in Notes 20 and 28 to the accounts.

WWF NETWORK
WWF-UK is part of the WWF global environment network, which is coordinated by WWF-World Wide 
Fund for Nature, a Swiss foundation based in Gland, Switzerland. Tanya Steele is a member of the WWF 
network executive team. Stephen Hay is a member of the Audit Committee of WWF-World Wide Fund for 
Nature. David Barnes is a member of the board of WWF-World Wide Fund for Nature. Within the network, 
we influence and support policy and programme priorities, working with our WWF colleagues worldwide 
to achieve our objectives. A large portion of our programmatic activity takes place overseas through local 
WWF offices and other partners we provide funding to. We adhere to the WWF network’s core standards 
and global values. In the UK, we run programmes alone or in partnership with funders and other 
complementary organisations. In addition, we undertake communications, campaigning and advocacy 
activity to further our objectives. Details of transactions with related parties are included in Note 28 to 
the accounts.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE 
MEMBERS AND TRUSTEES OF WWF-UK
OPINION
We have audited the financial statements of WWF-UK (‘the charitable company’) and its subsidiaries  
(‘the group’) for the year ended 30 June 2025 which comprise the Group Statement of Financial Activities, 
the Group and Company balance sheets, the Group Statement of Cash Flows and notes to the financial 
statements, including significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework that has been 
applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including 
Financial Reporting Standard 102 The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic  
of Ireland (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In our opinion the financial statements:

• �give a true and fair view of the state of the group’s and the charitable company’s affairs as at 30 June 2025 
and of the group’s income and expenditure, for the year then ended;

• �have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice; and

• �have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 and the Charities 
and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and Regulations 6 and 8 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006 (amended).

BASIS FOR OPINION
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and 
applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s 
responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of 
the group in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial 
statements in the UK, including the FRC’s Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical 
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have 
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

CONCLUSIONS RELATING TO GOING CONCERN
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the trustees’ use of the going concern basis 
of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating 
to events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charitable 
company’s or the group’s ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least 12 months from 
when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the trustees with respect to going concern are described in 
the relevant sections of this report.
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT  
OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
(incorporating income and expenditure account) for the year ended 30 June 2025

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted and
endowment

funds
Total
2025

Total
2024

Restated*

 Notes £’000 £’000 £’000 £’000

Income and endowments from:

Donations and legacies     

Membership and donations from individuals  26,852  10,583  37,435  39,495 

Corporate donations  2,400  5,488  7,888  12,337 

Charitable trusts  3,249  5,034  8,283  7,232 

Legacies  17,814  754  18,568  16,355 

Gifts in kind 25  2,602  –  2,602  1,408 

 52,917  21,859  74,776  76,827 

Charitable activities     

Aid agencies and government grants 4  3  6,246  6,249  4,260 

Corporate income  –  687  687  980 

Income from non-governmental organisations  656  1,438  2,094  2,193 

 659  8,371  9,030  7,433 

Other trading activities      

Corporate income  324  1,724  2,048  4,929 

Lottery promotions  971  –  971  850 

Other trading income  583  409  992  948 

 1,878  2,133  4,011  6,727 

Investment income 3  1,518  –  1,518  1,479 

Total income  56,972  32,363  89,335  92,466 

Expenditure on:

Raising funds      

Costs of raising voluntary income  19,852  6,108  25,960  25,318 

Investment management fees  202  55  257  252 

Total expenditure on raising funds 6  20,054  6,163  26,217  25,570

Net income available for charitable activities  36,918  26,200  63,118 66,896

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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WWF-UK CORPORATE
DIRECTORY
The information shown below is that pertaining between  
1 July 2024 and 16 October 2025, the date of signing the accounts.

Patron: His Majesty the King

TRUSTEES	 COMMITTEES
Sir Dave Lewis (chair)	 N

Professor Jos Barlow	 I

David Barnes (treasurer)	 F, Inv, A

Kirsty Brimelow KC	 A

Dorcas Gwata	 I

Stephen Hay	 A, F

Professor Julia Jones (appointed October 2024)	 I

Steve Morris	 N

Justin Mundy OBE (retired July 2024)	 A

Dr Jessica Omukuti	 F, I

Rachel Sexton (appointed October 2024)	 F, A, Inv

Dr Rhian-Mari Thomas OBE	 Inv, N

Dr Steve Waygood	 F

THE FOLLOWING FORMER TRUSTEES HOLD HONORARY POSITIONS
Martin Laing CBE (trustee emeritus)

The Hon Mrs Sara Morrison (trustee emeritus)

Ed Smith CBE (trustee emeritus)

Sir Andrew Cahn (trustee emeritus)

INDEPENDENT MEMBERS AND EXTERNAL ADVISERS	 COMMITTEES
Osama Bhutta	 I

Professor Neil Burgess (retired May 2025)	 I

Paul Harrison	 I

Laura Hobbs	 Inv

Agno Kachappilly Shaiju (appointed October 2024)	 I

Emily Robinson	 I

Dr Dilys Roe	 I

Dr Henry Travers (retired June 2025)	 I

Aarushi Verma (appointed October 2024)	 I

Professor David Viner (resigned November 2024)	 I
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